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SUBJECT: BOYCOTT-REMOVAL OE RESTRICTIONS ON REPORTING BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

REF: (A) BAGHDAD 1618; (B) KUWAIT 5172; (C) KUWAIT 5265 

1. SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH NOT FACED WITH PROBLEMS OUTLINED 
IN REFTELS, EMBASSY DOHA ENDORSES RECOMMENDATIONS THAT 
REPORTING OF TRADE OPPORTUNITIES CONTAINING BOYCOTT 
PROVISIONS BE PERMITTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. INFORMATION ON TRADE OPPORTUNITIES AND FORTHCOMING 

TENDERS IN DOHA ROUTINELY DEVOID OF BOYCOTT PROVISIONS, 

BUT WE SEE VALUE OF REPORTING OPPORTUNITIES EVEN IF 
BOYCOTT PROVISIONS INCLUDED. FIRSTLY, PROVISIONS NOW 
ARE APPARENTLY EASILY REMOVED BY TIME OF FINAL CONTRACT 
SIGNING. SECONDLY, U.S. MARKET POSITION CAN BE IMPROVED 
BY WINNING CONTRACTS WHICH OTHERWISE WOULD BE LOST BY 
DEFAULT. THIRDLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, EXPERIENCE 
OF SEEING BOYCOTT CLAUSES REMOVED DURING NEGOT ATIONS 
COULD WELL DISCOURAGE INCLUSING OF BOYCOTT CLAUSES IN 


INITIAL NOTICE OF TRADE OPPORTUNITIES AND CALLS FOR 
TENDER. 
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